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Soymg and Citizen Rights

A man living in Canada has brought a slander suzt[
at Baltimore against a man working for the federal:
government in Washington. The resident of Canadal .
says the other injured him by calling him a Soviet’
agent. Defense attorncys say the statements were’
made by the defendant as a_CIA employe in posses-,
sion of information furnished hlmy the CIA:

. “Under these circumstances thexe‘aﬁ"kcy"m favor
, of the defendant an absolute privilege which pre-
“ cludes, even under a showing of actual malice, any
! possibility of recovery by the plaintiff.”

: The threat of such lawsuits to our spying en-}
* deavors is obvious. So is the threat of such a defense
" 1o the rights of any innocent person who might be so
- accused. Lel's hope that judicial ingenuity finds a way y
out. We need cffective spying, for national survival.
And we need effccuve protection of citizen vights to |
+ make national survival that much more valuable to|

il

' free people. : . \ ‘é

Approved For Release 2000/08/26 : CIA-RDP75-00001R000400190083-3

CIA-RDP75-00001R000400190083-3



